
 

 
 

 

YELLOW FEVER WARNING 
 
The Brazilian Ministry of health reported an ongoing outbreak of Yellow Fever which occurred mainly in 
rural areas with most cases being reported from Minas Gerais State. Vaccination campaigns are 
conducted among unvaccinated residents of affected areas. Anyone 9 months or older who travels to 
affected areas should be vaccinated against Yellow Fever. People who have never been vaccinated 
should not travel to areas with ongoing outbreaks. 
 
YELLOW FEVER VACCINATION REQUIREMENTS: WORLD HEALTYH ORGANIZATION 
 
According to WHO, from 11 July the certificate of vaccination against yellow fever is valid for the life of 
the person vaccinated? This lifetime validity applies automatically to all existing and new certificates, 
beginning 10 days after the date of vaccination. Accordingly, as of 11 July 2016, revaccination or a 
booster dose of yellow fever vaccine will not be required for international travellers as a condition of 
entry into a State Party, regardless of the date that their international certificate of vaccination was 
initially issued.  Travellers to areas with ongoing outbreaks, should consider a booster dose if their last 
Yellow Fever Vaccination was given more than ten years ago. Travellers should consult with a yellow 
fever vaccine provider to determine if they should be vaccinated. 
 
What is Yellow Fever? 
Yellow fever is an infectious vector-borne disease that is caused by a virus transmitted by the bite of an 
infected mosquito vector such as Aëdes Aegypti. 
 
Mode of transmission 
Bite of an infected mosquito vector such as Aëdes Aegypti 
 
Epidemiology 
Yellow fever occurs in Sub-Saharan Africa and Tropical South America 
 
Incubation Period 
3-5 days 
 
Signs and Symptoms of Yellow Fever 
Fever 
Muscle pain with prominent backache 
Headache 
Shivers 
Loss of appetite 
Nausea and vomiting 
Toxic phase present with severe fever and several body systems are affected, including liver failure and 
jaundice. 



NB: Treatment is symptomatic 
Indications 
All travellers from 9 months of age travelling to yellow Fever endemic area 
 
Contra Indications 
Infants below 9 months 
Egg allergy 
Pregnant women 
Persons with immunosuppression like HIV with CD4 count below 200 
 
Travelers who are in possession of an exemption certificate due to medical reasons will be: 
Allowed entry 
Required to report any fever or other symptom to the health authorities AND 
Be placed under quarantine surveillance 
 
How to prevent mosquito bites 
Wear long sleeved clothing 
Stay in well ventilated rooms where possible 
Use the mosquito repellents containing DEET to avoid being bitten 
Burn mosquito coils at night 
Sleep under mosquito nets 
Remain indoors between dusk and dawn 
Cover doorways and windows with screens, but if not available, windows and doors should be closed at 
night 
Spray inside the house with an aerosol insecticide 
Treat clothes with an insecticide registered for this purpose e.g. parathyroid 

 


