
Al Buraymi
the Governorate of



The Brand Oman image is one which incorporates elements of the nature of Oman into a unique symbol that represents 
the country. The initial design incorporated representations of a dhow (top right), turtle (bottom), frankincense smoke (top 
left) and mountains (centre). These images were then developed into the calligraphic Arabic word “Oman”. Choosing a 
palette of colours enabled the emphasis of the everyday scenes that make Oman unique. Here our range of colours 
highlight the leisure that can be enjoyed in Oman; Salalah's khareef, Oman's seas and the purple that envelopes the sky 
before dawn breaks over the desert. 
We are proud of our Brand Oman and hope you will recognise it as you travel through our beautiful and hospitable country.
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Ministry of Tourism`s message



Nestled in Oman's North West is Al Buraymi Governorate . 
, the governorate full of hidden treasures  a world away from 

the bustle of life in Muscat and other cities. Explore the golden sands of Ar Rub Al Khali desert and trek through the mountains of honey or chocolate brown 
coloured rock for an exhilarating day out. Wherever you go, you will find interesting places. But there is more to this region than its natural wonders, man has 
played his part as well. Verdant green date oases, creating cool shaded walks, are tucked away below the mountains and beside the desert sands. These 
oases needed protecting and fortifications; some have been restored to their previous grandeur, others standing showing evidence of their age can be seen 
throughout the governorate.

A few Kilometers from A'Dhahirah governorate. It lies about 370 km from Muscat. Vistors can 
reach it by tow roads: A'Dhahirah Road (Ibri- Hafit) and Al Batinah Road (Sohar- Wadi Al Jizi).
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Governorate of Al Buraymi



5

Al Buraymi Gate

Built in the architectural style of the Sultanate of Oman in general, and of Al Buraimi in particular, the Gate features the architectural 

characteristics of Al Buraimi Governorate within the construction details of this monument. The stones and marble used in its building were 

mainly brought from Wilayat Mahadah in Al Buraymi Governorate. Additionally, the towers of the gate  replicate the style of the other forts found 

in the Governorate, thus reflecting, in its entirety, the details and aesthetics of the architectural style prevailing in Al Buraimi Governorate.



Forts and Castles
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Husn Al Hillah

Visiting Times: Saturday- Thursday : 9:00 am – 3:00 pm Friday : 8:00 am – 11:00 am
Admission fees apply.

Husn Al Hillah is located in the central market area in Al Buraymi, it was previously the residence of the Sheikh of the Al Nuaimi tribe who was governor of 
the region. The main entrance into the building opens onto one of two major courtyards. This entrance courtyard, which provided refuge for the town's 
inhabitants during a period of unrest, has a single building in its space, the mosque. The second courtyard contains the residence for the Sheikh's family, a 
substantial building with open verandas looking towards Al Buraymi's other fort, Husn Al-Khandaq.



Al Khandaq castle in Al Buraymi is one of Oman's most picturesque 
forts, its towers are embossed with a zigzag design decorating its 
towers and crenellations, making its picture perfect. While most forts in 
Oman take their name from the town or family who built it, Al Khandaq 
takes its name from its moat, which is unique in Oman. Surprisingly, 
given the amount of embellishment, this was a military fort. It was first 
established more than two-hundred years ago and re-fortified during 
the first half of the 19th century.

Visiting Times: Saturday- Thursday : 9:00 am – 3:00 pm 
Friday : 8:00 am – 11:00 am 

Husn Al Khandaq

Admission fees apply.
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East of the new centre of  Mahadah is the charming small fort of Husn An Nad. It sits 
picture perfect below the crescent shaped Jabal Khazan, defending the town date 
oasis. Its circular main tower is reminiscent of Al Khandaq Fort in Al Buraymi.

Visiting Times: Saturday- Thursday : 9:00 am – 3:00 pm Friday : 8:00 am – 11:00 am 
Admission fees apply. 

Husn An Nad
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Overlooked by the vast isolated mountain of Jabal Hafit, south of Al Buraymi city is the small Husn Marjib. With two small courtyards and a substantial 
keep, Husn Marjib gave the family who built it uninterrupted views towards the plains to the south of Jabal Hafit and  Ar Rub Al Khali beyond.

Husn Marjib



Natural landmarks



The north-facing base of the far cliffs has sufficient moisture to allow Caper plants to hang 

down the rock face and 'Drumstick' trees to grow in the valleys. The sinuous mountain-

crest snakes away to the south and finishes at the new monument Al Buraymi Gate, the 

impressive formal gateway over the main dual carriage way into Al Buraymi.

Madbh Village
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The fertile valley of Wadi Sharm and Sharm village allow easy walks through the small oasis where it is possible to see an entire falaj system. This system is 

quite convoluted as it make its way through the date palms; an added bonus is a charming small unrestored fort overlooking the wadi. A few kilometers from 

Wadi Sharm is the village of Al Khadra, set on the edge of a wadi that usually has flowing water bubbling along its route. The wadi forms a crescent loop of 

less than two kilometers which almost encloses the date oases, allowing an interesting walk to include both the wadi, date oasis and scattered houses. 

Sharm village
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The road north from  Mahadah gradually winds its way towards the twin wadis of Wadi Al Qahfi and Wadi Khamis. These wadis are cut into an ancient river 
bed and pools of water can be found scattered along their length, some with date trees along the edge, others with oleander and its pink flowers. 

Wadi Al Qahfi & Wadi Khamis
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Beyond Al Buraymi Gate and the immigration post on the Wadi Al Jizi road to Sohar are several small oases villages. The rough track to Kitnah winds over 10 
kilometers to reach the village and its scenic date oasis perched above the wadi. Several lengths of dry-stone wall mark the limit of the oasis. Adventurous 
drivers can continue in their 4x4 vehicles along the track for some 70  kilometers to Wadi Saa immigration post (ensure you have passports, identification 
cards and all vehicle documents for both immigration points).

Wadi Al Jizi Rock



The main route out of Al Buraymi to the north-east and  
Mahadah goes past two of the governate`s most interesting 
areas for walking. 'Fossil Valley' (Jabal Huwayah) is a great 
horseshoe shaped escarpment of honey coloured 
limestone just over twelve kilometers along the road. The 
upper slopes have a scattering of chert and low grade 
jasper and small fossilised remains of sea creatures 
including small conical gastropods. Further along the road 
is the neighbouring escarpment commonly called the 
'Hanging Gardens' (Jabal Qitar). 

16



On the road between Al Buraymi and Ibri is the Wilayat of As Sunaynah. This is not only an entry point to and from Al Buraymi Governorate and other 
governorates in Oman, but also to the dunes of  Ar Rub Al Khali (Empty Quarter). Many small tracks exit west off the road to allow your 4x4 to make its way 
into the dunes. These are the Ramlat Duhayth, their foothills are close to the road and, in places, they almost flow into date plantations. West, towards the 
international border, are the mega dunes and As Sunaynah. These on lie the Tropic of Cancer where every year on June 21st the sun is directly above . 
Of course it's best to travel here with more than one 4x4 so that help is available if your car gets stuck in the sand.

As Sunaynah Desert
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Al Buraymi's city centre holds three of the gems of the governorate. The main market area, Al Buraymi Souq, has an eclectic mix of goods for sale. For 
agricultural products, the best time to visit is early morning during weekends. In January and February, you can usually see the sale of male date palm 
flowers. Watch for the buyer 'sniffing' the pollen to test for its quality. The single story hexagon-shaped fruit and vegetable market has an astonishing 
selection to tempt buyers. Tucked alongside  shops selling fruits and vegetables are those selling antiques and curios. 

Souq Al Buraymi 
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Dear Visitor:
In order to make your visit to Oman a perfect and unforgettable experience, we kindly ask that you observe the following guidelines closely.

General Guidelines
· Please observe the social customs of the Omani society and dress decently.

· Do not make any noise and keep music volume to a minimum when passing through the popular neighborhoods or residential areas.

· Do not photograph people when entering private properties without obtaining prior permission.

· Keep your environment clean. Dispose of litter or garbage in the designated dustbins.

· Make sure that your tour guide holds a valid license from the Ministry of Tourism.

When you visit any village, please:
· Protect the flora and fauna. Don't pick any fruits or vegetables as they are private property and a source of income for the locals.

· The Falaj system is the main source for drinking and irrigation water. Do not pollute it in any way.

· Stick to the specified trails at any tourist destination that you visit.

· Don't park or stop your vehicle in any place other than the designated parking space.

Cruises:
· Deal only with tourist boats licensed to do so, as they are equipped with the safety equipments prescribed by the law.

Visiting the Desert:
· Use a specialized tour guide. It's preferable to make the journey in more than one vehicle and to have GPS devices, along with 

the necessary safety means and equipments.

· Visiting hours for forts are subject to change.
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Trekking:
· When trekking in the mountain trails, choose  suitable shoes and make sure you have enough food and water. Don't trek alone, 

 and make sure you know about the roughness and length of such tracks beforehand.

General Instructions to visitors of handicrafts showrooms:
1- Don't touch or move any of the artifacts on display to avoid any damage.

2- Photography is allowed but without touching the exhibited items.

3- Don't leave children unattended and make sure they don't touch or move the displayed potteries so as not to be broken.

4- Do not dispose of litter or garbage inside the exhibited items.

5- The site is equipped with surveillance system to ensure the safety of the collection and to prevent theft.

6- Don't write, draw or put any stickers on the exhibited items.

7- While roaming, be careful  not to hit any of the artifacts on display.

8- Use the proper shoes when you visit any archeological sites and avoid any wooden or tapered heel shoes that may cause erosion 

   or damage to such sites.

9- Don't touch or take away any stones from the archeological sites.

Off-Road Travel:
 · Use only 4WD vehicles and make sure you have adequate water, food, fuel and spare tyres. Check your 4WD system for proper functioning. 

  Inform a close friend of your destination and the expected date of your return.

· Don't camp in the Wadi beds. Flash floods can occur occasionally.
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P.o.box 73477, Dubai UAE
Tel:+ 971 4 446 7509 
Fax:+ 971 4 427 9731 
gamal@alketbigroup.com info@alketbigroup.com
www.alketbigroup.com

  

Oman Tourism Office GCC Countries 
Mr. Awadh Al Ketbi, Mr. Gamal Sadek Al Ketbi consultancy

4A, Readymoney Terrace, 3rd Floor, 167 Dr. Annie Besant Road, Worli, 
Mumbai 400 018. India.
Tel+91 2229256965
Fax:+91 22 66151122
lubaina.sheerazi@bluesquareconsultants.com info@tourismoman.co.in
www.omantourism.gov.om

Oman Tourism Office  India 
Ms. Lubaina Sheerazi Blue Square Consultants

 
90 rue de Courcelles 75008 Paris – France 
Tel :+ 33 1 47 20 56 06
Fax :+ 33 1 47 20 55 80
r.khodr@omantourisme.com info@omantourisme.com

Oman Tourism Office France & Swiss Romande 
Embassy of Oman – France  Rania KHODR 
Office de Tourisme du Sultanat  d'Oman  Ambassade du 
Sultanat d'Oman – France

  
tel +39 02669927.210 I fax +39 026692648 
www.aigo.eu
Piazza Caiazzo 3 I 20124 Milan I Italy
Email : p.cerri@aigo.it

Paola Cerri I Account Director I AIGO I Milan - Prague
Oman Tourism PR Agency – Italy 

Karl-Marx-Allee 91a, 10243 Berlin, Germany
Te:+49 (0)30 42088012
Fax:+49 (0)30 4225 6286
k.zwiers@interface-net.de r.schepers@interface-net.de
info@omantourism.de
www.omantourism.de; www.sultanetoman.com

Oman Tourism Office German  Speaking Countries 
Karin Zwiers, Ralf Schepers, Interface International GmbH

Beechavenue 104, 1119 PP Schiphol-Rijk, Netherlands
Tel:+31 20 654 15 65
Fax:+31 20 623 01 51
MLeeuwen@aviareps.com
KVisser@aviareps.com infonl@aviareps.com 
www.aviarepstourism.nl

Oman Tourism Office Benelux – Netherlands 
Karin Visser  Aviareps Tourism

Massimo Tochetti  
tel +39 02669927.204 I fax +39 0266926481 
Email: m.tocchetti@aigo.it
Piazza Caiazzo 3 I 20124 Milan I Italy

www.omantourisme.com

Geerwijnstraat 12, 8000 Brugge, Belgium
Tel:+32 50 61 42 00
Fax:+32 50 61 42 12
birgit@glenaki.com-beatrice@glenaki.com
www.glenaki.be

Oman Tourism Office Benelux – Belguim  / Luxemburg
Birgit Defoort, Beatrice Mondelaers, Glenaki
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Level 6,  117 York Street Sydney NSW 2000 Australia 
Tel:+61 2 9286 8930
Fax:+61 2 9266 0815
mona@tourismoman.com.au jacqui.walshe@southerntravel.com.au
info@tourismoman.com.au
www.tourismoman.com.au

Oman Tourism Office- Australia and New Zeland
Jacqui Walshe and Mona Tannous The Walshe Group

Representation House 11 blades Court 121 Deorder Road London SW15 2NU UK
Direct line: + 44 208 877 4505
Mobile: + 44 7788 917 077
alison@representationplus.co.uk

Oman Tourism Office UK & Ireland
Alison Cryer - Managing Director 
Representation Plus UK Ltd

 
P.O BOX 226545 Riyadh 11324 ,Kingdom of Saudi Arabia 
M: +966531197126
T:  +966 1 4665064
F:  +966 1 4660569 
ganzoury@alketbigroup.com
     

Mohamed Elganzoury
Country Manager - Kingdom of Saudi Arabia 
Sultanate of Oman Ministry of Tourism

Karl-Marx-Allee 91a, 10243 Berlin, Germany
Te:+49 (0)30 42088012
Fax:+49 (0)30 4225 6286
k.zwiers@interface-net.de scandinavia@oman.travel finland@oman.travel
www.omantourism.de; www.omantourism.dk, www.omantourism.se

Oman Tourism Office Scandinavia Countries 
Karin Zwiers, Janina Günther Interface International GmbH

 Tourism`s International Representative Offices

www.omantourism.gov.om
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P.O Box200,Muscat,Postal Code115,MSQ,Sultanate of Oman
Tel: +96822088000,Fax: +96822088483

Email:info@omantourism.gov.om, Visit us at: www.omantourism.gov.om
Tourism call center 80077799


